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The world economic crisis and various other factors have not permitted the realization of all the
objectives defined since the Conference meeting on the Least Developed Countries in Paris,
September 1981, and even after the elaboration of the substantial new program of action for the
'80s. So, at this half‑way point, a general evaluation of the implementation of this programme of
action is very appropriate. Further, it is a cause for satisfaction to see the intergovernmental Group
of Experts on the Least Developed Countries meeting within the structure of UNCTAD and with its
help. I am very happy to express my warm encouragement to all those who are participating in this
session in Geneva. I warmly wish that the political will, based on an objective analysis of the
present situation, will be reactivated to adopt more just and effective measures toward the solution
of one of the gravest problems of our times.

During my recent pastoral visit to Africa, I did not fail to emphasize, on several occasions, how I
cherish the progress of all peoples; responsibility lies with the governments and the peoples in
each country, but also in an interdependent way, with the whole community of nations. Therefore,
at Yaounde, for example, I spoke to the President of the Republic, to the constituent bodies and to
the diplomatic corps. With the active support of the international community in the areas of food,
health and investments, the efforts of African countries, certainly conditioned by limited means,
would, however, be capable progressively to meet the economic and social challenge which
devastates and humiliates the great majority of their inhabitants. During the work of the session, I
do not doubt that the participants, considering attentively the technical reports and the statistics,
will have their minds and hearts really captured by the human dramas which millions and millions
of our fellow human beings live daily in the poorest countries. All these brothers and sisters are
worthy of our solidarity. However, isn't it appropriate to grant a certain priority to those youth
without work, without a future and sometimes already suffering in their health and their
development?

Also, I am anxious to touch a delicate, sad question. I am speaking of the torment of the leaders in



several countries who do not know how to face the agonizing problem of debt. Without wishing to
enter into technical considerations, I would like however to mention this problem which constitutes
one of the most complex aspects of the general situation of the international economy. A structural
reform of the world financial system is doubtless one of the most urgent and necessary initiatives.

Nevertheless, allow me to propose two points of reflection for your kind attention. First, it seems to
me necessary to search out and to concretize measures capable of helping the indebted and least
developed countries to become self‑sufficient, or at least largely self‑sufficient, in the area of food.
Then, I would like to emphasize the specifically Christian value of charity. This value would lead,
especially in urgent cases, to political and economic decisions which are not only dictated by
considerations of strictly human justice, but inspired by a generosity of a superior order, called
love of neighbor by Christians and an expression of the love of God. The Gospel gives us
enlightening teaching and striking examples on this subject. In this way, technical adjustments will
be at the service of a political decision in the most noble sense of the term. Peace is built or rebuilt
among nations thanks to this profound understanding of the common good of humanity and to
such courageous decisions. In families, love does not contradict justice but gives it a dimension
and a quality which allows trials to be overcome and crises to be surmounted. Thus the great
community of peoples can help all the human family to progress in the ways of effective solidarity
and to consolidate the deep aspirations for peace.

Again, I wish that the important and delicate work of this sixth session of the Intergovernmental
Group of Experts on the Least Developed Countries will fully meet all expectations.

The well‑being of two‑thirds of humanity now confronting insupportable poverty depends on it.

The honor and the conscience of the peoples who are living in opulence depends on it. 1 invoke
abundant light and divine strength on the governments, the experts, the advisers and all the
participants in this humanitarian session who can again give hope to our brothers and sisters in
the least advanced countries.

JOHN PAUL II

*Paths to Peace p. 221-222.
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